
 

“Confident of this very thing, that He which 
had begun a good work in you will perform it 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
PHILIPPIANS 1:6 
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1. Can you think through the first four chapters of Acts? Which passage has really had an impact 

on you? 

2. Read Acts 5:12-16. Luke gives another status report on the early church. Compare it to Acts 

2:41-47, and Acts 4:32-35. What, if anything, has changed? 

3. Read Acts 5:17-25. The angel brought the message of God to them after getting them out of 

the jail. How was it encouraging? What were the reactions of the Jewish leaders and their guards 

to this miracle? 

4. Why do you think the apostles willingly went back to the Sanhedrin? How did these events set 

the stage for their message of the Gospel to them? 

5. Read Acts 5:26-32. Discuss situations where Christians are faced with the choice to either obey 

God or obey people. Which situation do you see happening in your life? How does this passage 

help us when that time comes? 

6. Read Acts 5:33-42. Since we know that the body of Christ, the Church, is a work of God, how 

does that encourage us as we navigate through turbulent times? 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

SMALL GROUP PRAYER REQUESTS 

Introduction and Review: 

In chapter one we saw how Jesus prepared the apostles to make sure they 

were absolutely convinced that He is alive so that they can be His witnesses, 

even after Jesus goes up to heaven.  

The church is born in chapter two and the Holy Spirit indwelled and empow-

ered every believer to testify about Jesus. Peter boldly shared the Gospel, 

miraculously unhindered by any language barriers and the church grew to 

over 3000 on that day.  

In Chapter three we saw a lame man from birth was healed which set up an-

other opportunity for Peter to preach the Gospel and thousands more be-

lieved in Jesus. The Jewish leaders couldn’t help but take notice and in chap-

ter four we read of the arrest of Peter and John, an attempt to stop them from 

teaching in the name of Jesus, and their refusal to do so. 

In response to the arrest and the subsequent release of Peter and John, the 

church prayed, “…grant that your servants may speak your word with all bold-

ness, while you stretch out your hand for healing, and signs and wonders are 

performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” (Acts 4:29-30) 

Chapter five introduced the hypocrisy of one couple within the church and the 

jaw-dropping results. As we continue in chapter five, the answer to the pray-

ers of the church is clearly seen, as well as an increase in hostility from the 

Jewish leaders. Increased boldness resulted in an increased conviction in 

their hearts to tell others about the true life found only in Jesus.  

WEEK TEN: GOD-PLEASERS 

Acts 5:12-42 
 

Pastor Phil Newby 
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A. Church ______________________________ – 5:12-16 
 
1. ___________________ AND WONDERS – Remember, the signs and wonders confirmed 

that the apostles were speaking for God, that they were God’s messengers. Even the 
deaths of Ananias and Sapphira were signs that confirmed the apostles and this new 
body called the Church. 

  
2. AN ____________________ CONTRADICTION – The unbelievers were afraid to join 

them for some obvious reasons such as the scorn of the Jewish leaders, and the 
deaths of Ananias and Sapphira. At the same time, the number of believers was grow-
ing. There are only apparent contradictions in the Bible, not real ones.  

 

3. DISCIPLES DOING ____________________ WORKS – Luke 6:17-19 records a similar 
scene where Jesus was healing many and casting out unclean spirits, and the crowd 
was trying to touch him. In today’s passage, just Peter’s shadow healed them. In John 
14:12, Jesus said that someday the disciples will do even greater miracles than Jesus 
did! This could be a partial fulfillment of this! It is because Jesus is the one healing 
others through the apostles.  

   
B. PUBLIC DISPLAY OF ______________________ – 5:17-26 
 

1. ________________________ – The Holy Spirit filled the believers, Satan filled Ananias 

and Sapphira, and now jealousy filled the Sanhedrin Sadducees. Who fills our hearts? 

It’s time for a heart check.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday morning during the 10:30 

a.m. Sunday service in the new class-

rooms downstairs.  

                                                       

COLLEGE & CAREER SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

Sunday morning during the 10:30  

Sunday service in the new classrooms 

downstairs. 

                                                              

TUESDAY NIGHT PRAYER MEETING 

6:00 P.M. @ Grace Bible  

                                                          

SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

Wednesdays 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.             

@ Grace Bible  

                                                           

JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

Sundays  5:00 - 7:00 P.M.                  

@ Grace Bible  

                                                        

OTHER MINISTRIES AVAILABLE 

Homeschool Co-op Group 

American Heritage Girls Troop 

3-in-1 After School (October-April) 

3-in-1 Summer Bus Club 

Recovery Group 

MOMS Group 

College & Career 

Small Groups 

Grace Bible Institute 

Cornerstone Group (For Senior Adults) 

Here at Grace Bible Church, we don’t pass an 

offering plate, yet we do believe that giving is 

a part of our worship. Therefore we have tithe 

boxes at the back by the doors, at the top of 

the stairs and by the front door as you go out.  

CURRENT  BIBLE  STUDIES &                             

OTHER MINISTRIES  
MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

Friday 6:15 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Current Sermon Series Study 

Friday 6:30 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Louis Giglio Sermon           

Saturday 9:00 a.m. @ Grace Bible 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

Tuesdays 9 a.m. - “Ecclesiastes” by Courtney Joseph 

Tuesdays 6 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Jesus & Women” by Kristy 

McLelland 

Thursdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “Undaunted” by Christine 

Caine (childcare provided) 

Thursdays 1:15 p.m. - A Study By Liz Curtis Higgs   

COLLEGE & CAREER BIBLE STUDY  

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. @ 3127 Cedar Street: Taught by Pastor 

Dan Lutz 

RECOVERY GROUP 

Now located in the Annex by the playground! If interested, call 

the church office, thank you.  

We need a lot 

more chocolate 

chip cookies for 

our Wednesday, 

January 11th       

3-in-1 session! 

Thank you! 
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2. MADE _______________________ – The Jewish leaders used a public jail to publicly 

shame and discredit the apostles and scare the other followers of Jesus. Our standing 

in the community can be a powerful influence in our lives. Verse 13 indicated that the 

people had already spoken well of them. We should seek to be above reproach but be 

God pleasers and not people pleasers. (2 Peter 3:14, Ephesians 6:6, Colossians 3:22) 

 

3. ANGELIC _______________________ – This is one of three “jail door miracles” recorded 

in Acts (see also Peter in 12:6-11 and Paul and Silas in 16:26-27). The angel of the 

Lord had no problem opening the prison doors and getting past the guards. Then the 

angel proceeded to have the apostles go right back to what they were doing that got 

them arrested, now having confirmation that God’s blessing and approval was theirs.  

  

4. WITHOUT ____________________ – Peter and the apostles had another opportunity to 

take the Gospel to the Israelite leaders. Since they repeatedly rejected the Gospel, 

eventually the focus changed to reach the Gentiles. (Acts 13:46, Romans 11:25) 

   

C. WE __________________________ GOD – 5:27-32 
 

1. ___________________ JERUSALEM – Another filling, this time it is the city and it’s filled 

with the teaching of the Gospel. Sadly, the High Priest (Caiaphas) used this to charge 

them. His heart was as empty of the things of God as the jail cells were of the apostles! 

  

2. APOSTLES NOT ________________________ – The Jewish leaders had an exaggerat-

ed view of their own importance and power. Peter and the apostles clearly and suc-

cinctly responded with words that all believers should commit to memory – “We must 

obey God rather than people.” Jesus didn’t just die, He was murdered, and these were 

the people who did it!  

 

3. THE GOSPEL _____________________________ –  

a) Jesus’ Death, Resurrection and Ascension 

b) Jesus is Savior and Lord  

c) Repentance   

d) Forgiveness of Sin 

e) The Witness of Believers and the Holy Spirit 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Saturday 
 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 5:41 (CSB) 
Then they went out from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were count-
ed worthy to be treated shamefully on behalf of the Name. 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

Rejoicing is key during these times for without it I am certain that it would be difficult to 
continue teaching with boldness. (Acts 5:42) 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Rejoice in prayer as preparation for sharing Christ with boldness with someone this 
week.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Answers to Blanks: 

A. STATUS REPORT 1. SIGNS 2. APPARENT 3. GREATER B. APPROVAL 1. FILLED 2. EX-
AMPLES 3. JAILBREAK 4. FORCE C. MUST OBEY 1. FILLED 2. IMPRESSED 3. COMPO-
NENTS D. GOD 1. PHARIST 2. THEUDAS, JUDAS 3. FOR US 4. PERSECUTION 

We have a food & necessities pantry here at Grace Bible. Currently, we are 
needing to refill some of the more popular items, such as: microwavable 

items, cereals, soups and hamburger helper.                                                                                
Of course, any food or self-care product donations are happily accepted! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Friday 
 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 5:38-39 (CSB) 
So in the present case, I tell you, stay away from these men and leave them alone. For 
if this plan or this work is of human origin, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be 
able to overthrow them. You may even be found fighting against God.” They were per-
suaded by him. 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

It is reminiscent of Moses asking the Israelites, “Whoever is for the LORD, come to 
me.” (Ex. 32:25) Also, when Jesus said that you can’t serve both God and money. (Matt. 
6:24) It is important to be on the Lord’s side, because otherwise we are fighting against 
God and that never ends well. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray that God will make clear to you the answer to the decisions you face so that you 
will choose to obey and follow Him. 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

D. IF IT IS OF _______________ – 5:33-42 

 

1. THE _______________________ OF THEM ALL – He was a highly respected Pharisee 

who also was Paul’s mentor and teacher (Acts 22:3). He was used by God to promote 

the Gospel and was instrumental in preserving the lives of the apostles. God did not give 

up on the Pharisees, and he hasn’t given up on us.  

  

2. _______________________ AND ___________________ – These were insurrectionists 

who, after they died, their cause fizzled. Movements tend to die with their leaders, except 

when the movement is of God. Jesus was the leader yet when He died his followers did 

not permanently disband. Persecution made the church flourish.  

 

3. IF GOD IS ___________________ – Gamaliel concluded his address to the Sanhedrin with 

very profound words – words to live by. In essence, any work that is not of God will fail. If 

it is of God, no one can hinder it. This applies personally as well. If we are walking in our 

own strength, we will fail. But if God is for us, who can be against us? (Romans 8:31) 

 

4. PERSPECTIVE IN __________________________ – Being mistreated for our faith in 

Christ is an honor. That is how we can rejoice always, even in tough times. That heart 

attitude instills the boldness needed to continue to go and tell people about this life. 

(James 1:2-4) 

Our Annual Church Business meeting 
is Sunday, January 29th at 5:00 p.m. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 

Monday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

John 14:12 (CSB) 
“Truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do. And he will 
do even greater works than these because I am going to the Father.” 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

These words of Jesus are quite amazing. Yet, Peter seemed to bear this out in Acts 
5:15-16. In Luke 6:17-19, they wanted to touch Jesus. In Acts 5, they just needed Pe-
ter’s shadow to heal them! Because Jesus is alive yet working through us by his Holy 
Spirit, it is important to know that He is just as powerful today as in the early days of the 
church. 
  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray for the power of God to work through you by His Spirit. He is more powerful than 
any problem you might have.  
 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Thursday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 5:29 (CSB) 
Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than people.” 
 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

The things of God and things of this world are often diametrically opposed. We can’t ride 
the fence anymore.  
 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray that God will give you strength and boldness to make a stand for Him when that 
time comes. Commit this verse to memory. It will be there when you need it. 
 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR FIRST 
AGAPE FEAST:                                                           

Sunday, February 5th after 2nd service 

Agape Feasts, the brainchild of 
Beckie Pritschet, are monthly 

fellowship potlucks at the 
church. If you would like to     
be a kitchen volunteer for      

this new ministry,                                        
please sign up in the foyer!  

MORE INFO. TO COME 

BAPTISM SERVICE 
Are you wanting to get baptized? Our next Baptism Service is set for Sun-
day, February 19th at 5:00 p.m. Please call our office or talk to one of the 

pastors to be put on the list! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 

Tuesday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

2 Peter 3:14 (CSB) 
Therefore, dear friends, while you wait for these things, make every effort to be found 
without spot or blemish in his sight, at peace. 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

None of us are perfect, yet building relationships with others is key to evangelism and 
letting others see the difference Christ makes in us.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray that God grants you favor in the eyes of your community and that we would reflect 
Christ so that they would be open to hearing about Jesus.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Wednesday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Colossians 3:22 (CSB) 
Slaves, obey your human masters in everything. Don’t work only while being watched, 
as people-pleasers, but work wholeheartedly, fearing the Lord. 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

We are not to be people-pleasers but instead are to be God-pleasers. We can’t please 
him without Christ in our lives first and foremost. If we can’t do both, we must choose 
God. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray that this attitude will be with you throughout your day. We could say we work for 
one person—God. If we are truly honoring Him most of the time, we will honor those 
around us as well.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

We Live Stream our 8:45 a.m. 

service on our web site and 

on YouTube every Sunday. 


