
 

“Confident of this very thing, that He which 
had begun a good work in you will perform it 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
PHILIPPIANS 1:6 
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1. How have you experienced God’s patience in your life? What does it mean to be stiff-

necked spiritually? 

2. Read Acts 7:1-8. Even though the Sanhedrin accused Stephen of opposing Moses, 

why do you think Stephen went back to Abraham? What was Abraham known for and 

how did that compare to those accusing Stephen? 

3. Read Genesis 11:31-32. Why did Abram (Abraham) stop in Haran, and not continue to 

Canaan? Do you think this was disobedience on Abram’s part? 

4. Read Genesis 12:1-5 and compare to Acts 7:1-5. What do we learn by doing so? 

5. Read Acts 7:51 and Romans 2:29. What is the circumcision of the heart? What has 

this to do with the Holy Spirit? 

6. What does the story of Abraham teach us about living by faith? 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

SMALL GROUP PRAYER REQUESTS 

Introduction: 

When Stephen witnessed at a synagogue in Jerusalem, they accused 
Stephen of speaking blasphemies against Moses and God because they 
could not stand up against his wisdom and the Holy Spirit speaking 
through him (Acts 6:10). They brought him to the Sanhedrin and falsely 
accused him of opposing Moses and his customs (AKA the Law), and 
God and His Temple.  

Stephen was a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit to such a degree that 
even his face looked like the face of an angel. The High Priest, which was 
Caiaphas, asked Stephen in 7:1, “Are these things true?” The sermon or 
address that Stephen responded with at first doesn’t seem to fit the ques-
tion. He goes through a short history of God’s dealings with Israel. Then 
he rebuked them calling them stiff-necked people! Why did Stephen say 
what he said? The next question is just as important, what does it have to 
do with me? With us as God’s people? After all, it is part of God’s Word, 
all 60 verses in chapter 7! I want to give you the why first so that when we 
read through it, you will know what to look for.   

A. God wants us to see His ________________ and heed His 
___________________. 

 
1. __________________________ that God is Patient with Us.  
 

a) __________________ (1-8) – God was patient with Abraham 
as He believed God’s promises and walked by faith. Jesus 
and His coming kingdom is the fulfillment of the promises.  

WEEK THIRTEEN: STIFF-NECKED PEOPLE, PART ONE 

Acts 7:1-8 
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b) _________________ (9-16) – God was patient with the twelve sons of Israel 

and used Joseph who they first mistreated to rescue them from the famine.  
 
c) _________________ (17-44) – God was patient with the people of Israel who 

resisted Moses as God raised him up as their deliverer from Egyptian bond-
age, a picture of Jesus as deliverer. 

 
d) _____________________________________ (45-50) – God was patient as 

they struggled to worship the work of their hands (the Tabernacle, Temple) 
and not the God Who does not dwell in Sanctuaries made with hands. (7:48) 

 
2. ___________________ Us that God’s Patience has an End. 
  

a) Stephen’s _____________________ (51-53) – Israel has consistently been stiff-
necked against God and resisted the Holy Spirit. They persecuted the proph-
ets, killed Jesus, and are about to kill a man “full of faith and the Holy Spirit.” 

  
b) Israel’s ____________________ (54-60) - They have rejected God and are the 

ones who need to give an account, not Stephen. 
  

B. God is _________________ Us to Live by Faith (Abraham 7:1-8) 

1. Living by faith means being willing to give up __________________ to go where God 
calls us. (Genesis 12:1-4) 

 
2. Living by faith is often hindered because we only go __________________. (Genesis 

11:31-32) 

3. Living by faith means believing God’s promises even if they seem _______________ 
to us. (Genesis 18:14, Mark 10:27, Romans 4:21) 

 
4. Living by faith requires a changed ______________. Physical circumcision is only an 

outward sign of being set apart to God. (Acts 7:51, Romans 2:29) This change of 
heart only comes through faith in Christ. (Romans 10:9) 

Here at Grace Bible Church, we don’t pass an offering plate, yet we do believe 

that giving is a part of our worship. Therefore we have tithe boxes at the back by 

the doors, at the top of the stairs and by the front door as you go out.  
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Students have until Sunday, June 25th to finish all 18 cards. To make sure the students have 
truly memorized each verse, they have to say each card twice.  

For example: Week one: they will say card 1. Week two: they will say card 1 and card 2. Week 
three: they will say card 2 and card 3, and so on. 

We will have listeners stationed downstairs in the kid’s area in between services each Sun-
day. The students can also come in during the week and say them to a staff member.      
Questions? Ask Ali Apple downstairs in the Kid’s area!  
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C. Final Thoughts 
 

1. God is patient, more than we ________________, but his patience does have an 
end. Today is the day to get right with God. Don’t wait!   

 
2. We can _________________ the Holy Spirit in our lives to the point that God hands 

us over to our sin. This is the definition of being stiff-necked spiritually.  
 
3. Individually, we have until we die or until Christ comes again to accept the free gift of 

salvation. The Lord is patient ______________________ any to perish but all to 
come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9) 

 

How do we receive Jesus Christ in our lives? 
 

Step One – Recognize our need – we are all sinners. 
Step Two – Be willing to turn from your sins.  
Step Three – Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross and rose again.  
Step Four – Invite Jesus to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit and 

receive Him as Lord and Savior.  
 
Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for Your forgiveness.             

I believe You died for my sins and rose from the dead. I turn from my sins and 

invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow You as my 

Lord and Savior. In Your Name, amen. 

 
(Sources: John Piper-desiringgod.org, Chuck Swindoll–Commentary on Acts, John MacAr-
thur-Commentary on Acts, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes, Billy Graham’s Peace with 
God) 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Saturday 
 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 7:48 (CSB) 

but the Most High does not dwell in sanctuaries made with hands, … 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

The Israelites tended to worship that which they were able to create with their own 
hands. How are we like that today? 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray that your view of God would grow so that we see Him more as He is, and less in 
our misunderstandings of who He is.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

ANSWERS TO BLANKS 
A. PATIENCE, WARNING 1. ENCOURAGEMENT a) ABRAHAM b) JOSEPH c) MOSES d) 

JOSHUA, DAVID, SOLOMON 2. AWAKEN a) CONCLUSION b) REJECTION 
CALLING 1. EVERYTHING 2. HALFWAY 3. IMPOSSIBLE 4. HEART  
1. DESERVE 2. RESIST 3. NOT WANTING 

MEMORY VERSE PROGRAM                                        
Our annual Guardians of Scripture memory program starts TODAY! Students 

can pick up their memory verse packets downstairs in the kid’s area! 

 Contact Ali Apple at the church with any questions. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Friday 
 

Observation – Read and make observations 

2 Peter 3:9 (CSB) 
The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, 
not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

How does this help us when we think of those who have never heard of Jesus? Do we 
trust that God will find those who seek Him? How is God’s patience sometimes difficult 
to understand, especially when we see injustice in our world and suffering? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray that you will have the patience of God in your life, to see things more and more 
from His perspective.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Our Annual Church Business meeting 
is TONIGHT at 5:00 p.m. 

If you can help with Set up (Saturday, February 4th | 1 p.m.) 

Or take down the day of the feast, please sign up in the foyer! 

For the Feast, if your last name starts with: 

A-I: bring a main dish | J-R: bring a side | S-Z: bring a dessert 

All proceeds of this 
event go toward 

Grace Bible Church’s 
American Heritage 
Girls Troop 3130. 

For tickets or   
questions, please 

call Shandi @     
406-945-1310       
or Jessica @          

406-853-2807. 



3505 Stower Street, Miles City, MT 59301 | Phone: 406.232.5787 | Web: gbcmilescity.com | Email: gbc@midrivers.com 

The 5 Love Languages       

2-Day Marriage Conference 

Friday & Saturday                      

February 10th & 11th                   

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.                    

CORNERSTONE POT BLESS              
(because we don’t believe in luck) 

For Senior Adults 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH 

5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Join us for fellowship, worship, 

and entertainment! 

We will have a soup dinner and 

dessert! 

Sign up in the foyer if you plan on 

coming! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 

Monday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 7:51 (CSB) 
“You stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always resisting 
the Holy Spirit. As your ancestors did, you do also. 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

What does it mean to be stiff-necked and have an uncircumcised heart and ears? What 
does this have to do with the Holy Spirit? 
  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray that you would listen to and obey the Spirit of God. This is the only way to experi-
ence the full extent of God’s grace and power.  
 

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Thursday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Genesis 18:13-14 (CSB) 
But the LORD asked Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Can I really have a baby when I’m 
old?’ Is anything impossible for the LORD? At the appointed time I will come back to you, and in 
about a year she will have a son.”  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

What are the limits to God’s power and ability? Is there anything that He cannot do? Why is it still 
hard to trust in him when we don’t see how it will happen? 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 
Pray that God would grant you the faith to believe even in the impossible, and believe it will hap-
pen according to God’s will and in God’s timing.  
 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 

Tuesday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Genesis 11:31-32 (CSB) 
Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran’s son), and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son 
Abram’s wife, and they set out together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan. 
But when they came to Haran, they settled there. Terah lived 205 years and died in Haran.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

Was it wrong for Abraham to settle in Haran? How many times do we “settle” for less than what 
God wants for us?  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 
Pray for God’s strength and power to not be a halfway Christian. Yield full control to God and 
commit all to Him!  

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Wednesday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Genesis 12:1-4 (CSB) 
The LORD said to Abram: Go from your land, your relatives, and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, I will curse anyone who treats 
you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you. So Abram went, as 
the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left 
Haran.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

What did the LORD call Abram to do? What blessings would result in his obedience to God’s 
calling? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray for God to make clear his calling on your life, and then commit to following it with all of your 
heart! 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
We Live Stream our 8:45 a.m. 

service on our web site and 

on YouTube every Sunday. 
The next Grace Bible Institute class will be taught by Dave Thulesen on the Doctrine of Sin.  

Starts Sunday, February 5th | 4:00 p.m. | Sign up in the foyer! 


