
 

“Confident of this very thing, that He which 
had begun a good work in you will perform it 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
PHILIPPIANS 1:6 
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1. Describe your situation at church. Are you new? Have you been attending 

long? What ministries are you involved with? What ministries would you like to be 

involved with? 

2. Read Acts 6:1-7. What new challenges did the early church face and how did 

they address them? 

3. Why do so many Christians resist getting involved at church, and remain dis-

connected? What can be done about it? 

4. Why is it important not to have the mentality that “that’s what the Pastors are 

paid to do.”? 

5. Read Ephesians 4:11-13. What, then, is the role of the pastors? 

6. What part can you play in church to contribute to people coming to know the 

Lord and grow in Him?  

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

SMALL GROUP PRAYER REQUESTS 

Introduction: 

Church growth comes with its own challenges. Not only attacks from with-

out (Jewish Leaders) attacks from within (hypocrisy of Ananias and Sap-

phira) but other challenges. What are those? Here are four: 

 -How do we meet the needs of the people, the body of Christ? Are 

some falling through the cracks? 

 -What are the priorities of the church? What are the non-negotiables 

that we stand on? 

 -Who does the work of the ministry? The Pastors? The Elders? Eve-

ryone? 

 -Why do we exist? What is our mission? What is the endgame? How 

do we know whether we are fulfilling our mission? 

We are going to look at the first seven verses today and see these four 

challenges of a growing church and the solution that God gave the early 

church in Acts chapter 6.  

Challenge #1 - ____________________ – 6:1 

Acts 6:1 (CSB)  
1 In those days, as the disciples were increasing in number, there arose a 

complaint by the Hellenistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their    

widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution.  

WEEK ELEVEN: GROWING PAINS 

Acts 6:1-7 
 

Pastor Phil Newby 
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1. _____________________ – In football terms, these were the visiting team. Many 

most likely saved when Jews from all over the Roman Empire came to Jerusalem 
on the Day of Pentecost. Many apparently stayed and were a part of the church 
there. Some already lived in Jerusalem. They were highly influenced by Greek and 
Roman culture.  

 
2. ____________________ – These were the home team and had home field ad-

vantage. They were more traditionally Jewish in their lifestyles and followed the 
Law of Moses more strictly.  

 
3. OVERLOOKED _________________ – There were needs being overlooked be-

cause of they had grown so big and because there was favoritism.   

Application: Do you feel overlooked? God loves you and so do we.  

 

Challenge #2 - _____________________ – 6:2,4 

Acts 6:2,4 (CSB)  
2 The Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples and said, “It would not be right 

for us to give up preaching the word of God to wait on tables….4 But we will devote our-

selves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”  

 

1. DO NOT _________________ THE WORD – This is priority #1 for the church. This 

isn’t just a sermon. The original language does not have the word “preaching.” We 

are not to neglect the Word, period. It permeates everything we do. (2 Timothy 4:1-5) 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday morning during the 10:30 

a.m. Sunday service in the new class-

rooms downstairs.  

                                                       

COLLEGE & CAREER SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

Sunday morning during the 10:30  

Sunday service in the new classrooms 

downstairs. 

                                                              

TUESDAY NIGHT PRAYER MEETING 

6:00 P.M. @ Grace Bible  

                                                          

SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

Wednesdays 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.             

@ Grace Bible  

                                                           

JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

Sundays  5:00 - 7:00 P.M.                  

@ Grace Bible  

                                                        

OTHER MINISTRIES AVAILABLE 

Homeschool Co-op Group 

American Heritage Girls Troop 

3-in-1 After School (October-April) 

3-in-1 Summer Bus Club 

Recovery Group 

MOMS Group 

College & Career 

Small Groups 

Grace Bible Institute 

Cornerstone Group (For Senior Adults) 

Here at Grace Bible Church, we don’t pass an 

offering plate, yet we do believe that giving is 

a part of our worship. Therefore we have tithe 

boxes at the back by the doors, at the top of 

the stairs and by the front door as you go out.  

CURRENT  BIBLE  STUDIES &                             

OTHER MINISTRIES  
MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

Friday 6:15 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Current Sermon Series Study 

Friday 6:30 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Louis Giglio Sermon           

Saturday 9:00 a.m. @ Grace Bible 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

Tuesdays 9 a.m. - “Ecclesiastes” by Courtney Joseph 

Tuesdays 6 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Jesus & Women” by Kristy 

McLelland 

Thursdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “Ruth” by Kelly Minter 

(childcare provided) 

Thursdays 1:15 p.m. - A Study By Liz Curtis Higgs   

COLLEGE & CAREER BIBLE STUDY  

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. @ 3127 Cedar Street: Taught by Pastor 

Dan Lutz 

RECOVERY GROUP 

Now located in the Annex by the playground! If interested, call 

the church office, thank you.  

The 5 Love Languages       

2-Day Marriage Conference 

Friday & Saturday                      

February 10th & 11th                   

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.                    

MORE INFO. TO COME 
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 2. I WILL BE YOUR _________________ TODAY – Literally “Serving tables,” it re-

ferred to more than serving meals. It is any help that freed up the Twelve so that 

they could focus on priority #1 – the Word of God.  

Application: If you are ______________ serving, sign up today! 

3. PRAYER AND THE ___________________ OF THE WORD – Others were to take 

care of the physical and spiritual needs of those who were falling through the 

cracks so that the Twelve could focus on the spiritual needs more. They were to 

equip others to do the work of the ministry. (Ephesians 4:11-13) 

Application: Prayer ______________ Ministry, sign up today! 

 

Challenge #3 - ___________________________ – 6:3-6 

Acts 6:3–6 (CSB)  
3 Brothers and sisters, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the 

Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to 

prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 This proposal pleased the whole company. So they 

chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a convert from Antioch. 6 They had them stand before the apostles, 

who prayed and laid their hands on them.  

 

1. GOOD ______________________ – This is not a special ability or talent but is a 

character trait. One doesn’t have to be a professional pastor to be a minister. All 

Christians are ministers.      

  

2. FULL OF THE _________________ AND WISDOM – Serving tables is no less spir-

itual than prayer and ministering the Word.  

 

Challenge #4 - _____________________ – 6:7 

Acts 6:7 (CSB)  

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Saturday 
 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 6:7 (CSB) 
So the word of God spread, the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly in number, and 
a large group of priests became obedient to the faith. 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

What is the difference between being saved and obedience? How are they connected? 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Declare God as the one who gets all the glory for changing our lives and those around us. Pray 
for one specific person that really needs it today.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Answers to Blanks: 

CHALLENGE #1 PEOPLE 1. HELLENISTS 2. HEBREWS 3. NEEDS CHALLENGE #2 PRIORI-
TIES 1. NEGLECT 2. SERVER APPLICATION: NOT 3. SERVING APPLICATION: CHAIN 
CHALLENGE #3 PROFESSIONALISM 1. REPUTATION 2. SPIRIT CHALLENGE #4 PUR-
POSE 1. NUMERICAL 2. SPIRITUAL APPLICATON: YOU 

MEMORY VERSE PROGRAM                                        
Our annual Guardians of Scripture memory program starts this month! While 
this is designed for youth, anyone is welcome to do it! Students can pick up 

their verse books on Sunday, January 29th. They can start reciting the   
following week. Contact Ali Apple at the church with any questions. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Friday 
 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 6:3 (CSB) 
Brothers and sisters, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the 
Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty. 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

What does it mean to be of good reputation? Evaluate yourself and determine if this is 
an area you need to work on. Serving also needs the Holy Spirit just as much as    
teaching.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Praise God for how he has changed you and pray for continued spiritual growth and 
maturity.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

7 So the word of God spread, the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly in number, and a 

large group of priests became obedient to the faith.  

 

1. _______________________ GROWTH – Once the challenges were met, the church 

was focused again on its purpose – to make disciples through the spreading of the 

Gospel of Jesus. God used the challenges to bring growth. 

 

2. _______________________ GROWTH – Because the focus remained on the Word of 

God, many not only were saved, but were living in obedience to Christ’s teachings.  

 

  Application: People are still being saved today, are ____________? 

Our Annual Church Business meeting 
is Sunday, January 29th at 5:00 p.m. 

If you can help with Set up (Saturday, February 4th | 1 p.m.) 

Or take down the day of the feast, please sign up in the foyer! 

For the Feast, if your last name starts with: 

A-I: bring a main dish | J-R: bring a side | S-Z: bring a dessert 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 

Monday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 6:1 (CSB) 
In those days, as the disciples were increasing in number, there arose a complaint by the Hellen-
istic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribu-
tion. 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

Some were getting overlooked. Meeting one another’s needs is part of what the body of 
Christ is all about. Success in spreading the gospel has its challenges. It is important not 
to let people fall through the cracks. It takes everyone not a select few.  
  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray for direction and guidance on how you can meet the needs in your church. 
 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Thursday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Ephesians 4:11-13 (CSB) 
And he himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into maturity with a stature 
measured by Christ’s fullness. 

 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

This passage teaches that the pastors and teachers at church are to equip to do ministry, not to 
do it all themselves. What ministry are you involved with and it not, think about where you want to 
serve. What equipping do you need? 

 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Seek God’s will concerning the ministry that fits your giftedness.  
 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

BAPTISM SERVICE 
Are you wanting to get baptized? Our next Baptism Service is set for Sun-
day, February 19th at 5:00 p.m. Please call our office or talk to one of the 

pastors to be put on the list! 

FUNERAL LUNCHEON FOR JEANNE GREEN 
Jeanne Green’s funeral is set for Monday, February 23rd at 11 a.m. If you 

can bring a salad or dessert for the luncheon, or help in the kitchen, 
please sign up in the foyer! 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 

Tuesday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 6:2,4 (CSB) 
The Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples and said, “It would not be right for us 
to give up preaching the word of God to wait on tables….But we will devote ourselves to prayer 
and to the ministry of the word.”  

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

The word “Preaching” is not in the original language. It literally says it is not right to “neglect the 
word of God.” How do we squeeze the word of God out of our day? What about prayer? What 
can we do differently? 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Ask God to strengthen you as you determine to make the word of God priority in your 
life. Commit to daily prayer.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Wednesday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

2 Timothy 4:2-3 (CSB) 
Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; correct, rebuke, and encourage with 
great patience and teaching. For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound doctrine, 
but according to their own desires, will multiply teachers for themselves because they have an 
itch to hear what they want to hear.  

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

What are all the ways listed to proclaim the word of God? There are many ways to pro-
claim God’s Word, not everyone speaks to a crowd. What would best fit you? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray for opportunities to use the Word of God to help someone else. Be open to the Holy 
Spirit’s leading. Be bold.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

We Live Stream our 8:45 a.m. 

service on our web site and 

on YouTube every Sunday. 


