
 

“Confident of this very thing, that He which 
had begun a good work in you will perform it 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
PHILIPPIANS 1:6 
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1. Read Acts 2:42. As you identify the four priorities of the earliest Church, which areas 

are a significant part of your Church life today? Which areas are not, and why? 

 

2. Read Acts 2:43-47. How do these verses expand on the four priorities? 

 

3. According to this passage, what are the five characteristics that emerge in the Church 

that has these priorities? How do you see these in your life? 

 

4. What is the difference between fear and fear of the Lord? How can this be a good 

thing? 

 

5. Generosity has been a characteristic of Churches since the beginning. Why is that? 

How does generosity help the cause of Christ? 

 

6. What helps to have favor with the community as believers and what 
hinders that favor? What should we do to encourage relational evange-
lism? 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

SMALL GROUP PRAYER REQUESTS 

Introduction and Review: 
After Peter’s sermon, the Church grew from 120 to 
over 3000! After that amazing day of Pentecost when 
the Church was born, all the believers were in Jerusa-
lem experiencing their new lives in Christ together. 
Luke summarizes this time of early Church life by list-
ing their priorities and characteristics moving forward. 
We get a snapshot of what it was like in the earliest 
Church to better understand what the Church should 
be all about today.   
  

A. The ________________________________ of the 
Earliest Church – 2:42 

 
1. Apostles’ Teaching (_____________________) – 

This refers to teaching of the Old Testament, the 
teachings of Jesus taught to the Apostles during 
their time with Him, and any new revelations given 
to the Apostles from Jesus through His Spirit. The 
New Testament had not been written at this time, 
still their priority was to the revealed Word of God.  
(1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

 

WEEK SIX: THE EARLIEST CHURCH 

Acts 2:42-47 
 

Pastor Phil Newby 
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2. Fellowship (_____________________) – This is participating to-
gether in Christ. They were also united in love, in the Holy Spirit, 
and they all had one purpose (Philippians 2:1-2). What was that 
purpose? They wanted to be a light in the darkness, children of 
God shining in a crooked and perverted generation (Philippians 
2:14-15).  

 
3. Breaking of Bread (_______________________) – This refers to 

the frequent celebration of the Lord’s Supper. It appears to have 
been observed at the close of a meal, which caused problems in 
Corinth. (1 Corinthians 11:17-22) They started out observing com-
munion in various homes. Remembering Christ’s incarnation, 
death, resurrection, ascension, and return was the center of their 
worship. 

 
4. Prayer (_________________________) – This was so important 

that later the Apostles had seven men chosen to help so that the 
Twelve could devote themselves to prayer and to the ministry of 
the Word. (Acts 6:1-6) Prayer is not meditation or passive reflec-
tion; it is direct address to God. It is talking to God from our heart. 
They embodied Philippians 4:6-7.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday morning during the 10:30 

a.m. Sunday service in the new class-

rooms downstairs.  

                                                       

COLLEGE & CAREER SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

Sunday morning during the 10:30  

Sunday service in the new classrooms 

downstairs. 

                                                              

TUESDAY NIGHT PRAYER MEETING 

6:00 P.M. @ Grace Bible  

                                                          

SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

Wednesdays 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.             

@ Grace Bible  

                                                           

JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

Sundays  5:00 - 7:00 P.M.                  

@ Grace Bible  

                                                        

OTHER MINISTRIES AVAILABLE 

Homeschool Co-op Group 

American Heritage Girls Troop 

3-in-1 After School (October-April) 

3-in-1 Summer Bus Club 

Recovery Group 

MOMS Group 

College & Career 

Small Groups 

Grace Bible Institute 

Cornerstone Group (For Senior Adults) 

Here at Grace Bible Church, we don’t pass an 

offering plate, yet we do believe that giving is 

a part of our worship. Therefore we have tithe 

boxes at the back by the doors, at the top of 

the stairs and by the front door as you go out.  

CURRENT  BIBLE  STUDIES &                             

OTHER MINISTRIES  
MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

Friday 6:15 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Current Sermon Series Study 

Friday 6:30 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Louis Giglio Sermon           

Saturday 9:00 a.m. @ Grace Bible 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

Tuesdays 9 a.m. - “Ecclesiastes” by Courtney Joseph 

Tuesdays 6 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “The Gospel of Mark: The  

Jesus We’re Aching For” by Lisa Harper  

Thursdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “Undaunted” by Christine 

Caine (childcare provided) 

Thursdays 1:15 p.m. - “Ecclesiastes” by Courtney Joseph   

COLLEGE & CAREER BIBLE STUDY  

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. @ 3127 Cedar Street: Taught by Pastor 

Dan Lutz 

RECOVERY GROUP 

Now located in the Annex by the playground! If interested, call 

the church office, thank you.  
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B. The __________________________________ of the Earliest 
Church – 2:43-47 

 
1. Reverent _____________ of God – 2:43  

As a result of the Apostles’ teaching authenticated by wonders and 
signs (Hebrews 2:1-4), there was a fear of the Lord. This is a per-
fectly normal and healthy emotion for believers (1 Peter 2:17) This 
is not a run-for-your-life type of fear, but a reverent wonder and 
awe of God and His powerful, life-giving Word. God’s Word with 
the Holy Spirit and a humble, reverent heart produces spiritual 
growth in the life of a believer.  (Colossians 3:16) 
 

2. Supernatural __________________ to One Another – 2:44-45 
Their fellowship, united by the Holy Spirit, produced extraordinary 
devotion to one another expressed through generosity. That they 
held all things in common does not indicate communal living. Re-
member many were there for the Feast of Pentecost and will return 
to their homes afterward. Such sharing was a long-standing tradi-
tion during feasts, yet they took it to a new level. (1 Corinthians 
16:1-2, 2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

3. Heart-Felt ___________________ – 2:46 
Early Church worship consisted of meeting together in large groups 
at the temple where they praised God, and small groups in homes 
where they prayed, had meals along with communion, with much 
joy and praise.  
 

4. Favor within the __________________ – 2:47 
Notice it didn’t say necessarily favor in the eyes of the leaders, or 
the governing empire. This was a grassroots movement. As they 
shared the love of Christ with one another, it spilled out into the 
community and people came to hear the truth of God and receive 
the love of God. This is the best kind of evangelism. (Luke 2:52 
 

5. New __________________ – 2:47 
Every day people were added to their number. Once someone be-
came a new believer, they were baptized to proclaim their new life 
in Christ.  The teaching of Christ empowered by his Spirit, in the 
context of loving fellowship and worship resulted in people getting 
saved. “The church will still be effective in bringing sinners to Christ 
when it manifests the same key elements of spiritual duty that 
marked this first fellowship.” - John F. MacArthur Jr., Acts, vol. 1, MacAr-
thur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), 80.  

 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Saturday 
 

Observation – Read and make observations 

John 13:35 (CSB)  
35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

Why do you think that the believers’ love for one another is the number one mark of true 
Christians? How does a believer find favor from the community and unbelievers?  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray that God will give you a supernatural love for other believers, a passion and priority 
to serve Him through the Church, and open doors to share Christ.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Answers to Blanks: 

A. FOUR PRIORITIES 1. WORD OF GOD 2. KOINONIA 3. COMMUNION     
4. TALKING TO GOD B. FIVE CHARACTERISTICS 1. FEAR 2. DEVOTION  
3. WORSHIP 4. COMMUNITY 5. BELIEVERS C. 1. CORRUPT 2. COMMIT-
MENT 3. SHARE CHRIST 

https://ref.ly/logosres/mntacts2?ref=Bible.Ac2.42&off=604&ctx=rposes+of+its+Lord.+~The+church+will+stil
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Friday 
 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 2:46–47 (CSB)  
46 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple, and broke 
bread from house to house. They ate their food with joyful and sincere hearts, 47 praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

You can’t help but admire their devotion to meeting together, to worship, and to sharing 
their faith in Christ. What priorities and characteristics of the earliest Church are seen 
here and how are these seen in Church today? 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray that God would give you favor in the eyes of people so that you will have an 
opportunity to share Christ.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

C. APPLICATIONS 
 

1. The early church is likely to be the least _________________ 
church. Therefore, we should look to the early days for our model 
of what church life should be like. Yet, this is a snapshot of the ear-
liest church, and nowhere does it say it is a template.  

 
2. The __________________________ or devotion of the early 

Church speaks of endurance, faithfulness, steadfastness. This 
wasn’t if they had time after all the other activities in their life. Every 
other priority in their lives was secondary to their life as part of the 
body of Christ. Can we honestly say that about ourselves? What 
would others say about us? 

3. The best way to open a door to ____________________________ 
is by loving others and living out our faith and in doing so receive 
favor in their eyes. Many often don’t care what you say until they 
know that you care. This is such an important step, but we must 
not forget the next, which is to speak the truth of God’s Word into 
their lives. (John 13:35, John 17:21) 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 

Monday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 (CSB)  
13 This is why we constantly thank God, because when you received the word of God 
that you heard from us, you welcomed it not as a human message, but as it truly is, the 
word of God, which also works effectively in you who believe.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

Since the beginning of the Church the Word of God, its teaching and adherence, has 
been the Church’s number one priority. Why so? Do you really have a Church that 
doesn’t center around the teaching of the Word of God? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray for the local churches in your area that they make the Word of God their number 
one priority. Also pray for that same priority be impassioned within you.   
 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Thursday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Acts 2:42–45 (CSB)  
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread, and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and signs 
were being performed through the apostles. 44 Now all the believers were together and 
held all things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and property and distributed 
the proceeds to all, as any had need.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

“Awe” is the word for “fear.” What positive role does fear play in the life of the believer? 
How is reverent fear a good thing?  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray for the Lord to open your eyes to the needs of others, especially your fellow believ-
ers. Thanks God for His provision and pray for a generous heart and attitude to promote 
the love of Christ.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 



We Live Stream our 8:45 a.m. 

service on our web site and 

on Youtube every Sunday. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 

Tuesday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

Philippians 2:1–2 (CSB)  
1 If, then, there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellow-
ship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 make my joy complete by thinking the 
same way, having the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

What do you learn about fellowship from this passage? Name the key characteristics 
listed here.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray for your fellow believers in your local Church. Pray for unity in mind, spirit and pur-
pose. Pray also for all believers everywhere the same way.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 

Wednesday 

Observation – Read and make observations 

1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (CSB)  
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: On the night when he was 
betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, broke it, and 
said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same 
way also he took the cup, after supper, and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Interpretation – Think about the truths 

Thinking back to Peter’s sermon, how does communion include Christ’s incarnation, 
death, resurrection, ascension, and return? How can this guide us in our worship? 
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application – Apply the truths to your life as you pray. 
 

Pray and worship Christ in all five phases of the Gospel story. Spend time thinking and 
praising God for each part.  
 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 


