SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

AUGUST 21, 2022
“Confident of this very thing, that He which
had begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ.”
PHILIPPIANS 1:6

2. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1-2. Mankind’s greatest need is redemption in Jesus Christ. What do we often substitute in redemption’s place?

3. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3-5. No one wants to suffer. That would be strange.
But according to the Bible Christians will suffer. Why is that a part of the
Christian life, and how has that been realized in your life?

4. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10. It is hard to be honest with non-Christians
about the suffering of hell if they don’t believe in Jesus as their Savior. How
important is it to talk to them about it as you witness?

WELCOME

1. How are Christians in Miles City persecuted for their faith? How do you see
that changing in the future?

Week Seven: READY TO SUFFER
2 Thessalonians 1:1-12
Pastor Phil Newby

A. GOD’S ANSWER TO MANKIND’S GREATEST NEED—
1:1-2

5. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12. After studying this passage, how has your
view of suffering changed and how will that affect your prayer life?

SMALL GROUP PRAYER REQUESTS

1. Second Thessalonians was written from Corinth a
few months after first Thessalonians. Just like in all
of Paul’s opening and closing words of his letters,
Paul starts and ends with the term _____________.

2. Grace is God’s unmerited favor to the sinner, and
peace is the result of that favor. Grace is given to us
because of God’s love and in the form of the gospel
of Jesus Christ. Mankind’s greatest need is
________________________.

B. GOD’S ANSWER TO WHY CHRISTIANS SUFFER—1:3-5
1. When it comes to our salvation, grace is God’s part,
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while faith is ___________ part. We are saved by
grace through faith. (Ephesians 2:8)
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2. Faith is how we are saved, but also how we should live. We should

live and walk by faith and not by sight. This involves learning and
_______________________. (2 Corinthians 5:7)

CURRENT BIBLE STUDIES & OTHER MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Friday 6:15 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Current Sermon Series Study

Sunday morning during the 10:30 a.m.
Sunday service in the new classrooms
downstairs. They are currently studying
1st & 2nd Peter.

Friday 6:30 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Louis Giglio Sermons

Quote:
While a Christian will not question the deity of Christ
and the sufficiency of His wonderful salvation provided
through His death and resurrection, it is possible to
learn by experience really to trust the Lord concerning
all things.
(John F. Walvoord, The Thessalonian Epistles, 66)

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “Seamless” by Angie Smith
Wednesdays 6 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Seamless” by Angie
Smith (childcare provided)
Thursdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “With Us In The Wilderness”
by Lauren Chandler (childcare provided)
Thursdays 1:15 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Blessed Are The Chosen.”

3. Not only does suffering help our faith in Christ grow, but it also
helps ___________________ our love for one another.

COLLEGE & CAREER SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Sunday morning during the 10:30
Sunday service in the new classrooms
downstairs.

COLLEGE & CAREER BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY NIGHT PRAYER MEETING

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. @ 3127 Cedar Street: Taught by Pastor
Dan Lutz

6:00 P.M. @ Grace Bible
SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP

4. A very significant word in the Greek New Testament is translated in

Wednesdays 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
@ Grace Bible

the CSB as perseverance. In the NKJV it is translated patience. It
literally means ____________________________.

JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP

5. “Affliction” is a Greek word that means trouble, tribulation, distress, pressure from evils, calamity, ______________________. It is

Sundays 5:00 - 7:00 P.M.
@ Grace Bible

Here at Grace Bible Church, we don’t

the same word Jesus used in John 16:33.

pass an offering plate, yet we do believe

OTHER MINISTRIES AVAILABLE

John 16:33 (CSB)
I have told you these things so that in me you may have
peace. You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.”

that giving is a part of our worship. There-

Homeschool Co-op Group

fore we have tithe boxes at the back by

American Heritage Girls Troop

the doors, at the top of the stairs and by

3-in-1 After School (September-April)

the front door as you go out. God Bless!

3-in-1 Summer Bus Club
Recovery Group

6. Persevering

in

suffering

is

evidence

our

salvation

is

MOMS Group

_____________. Christian suffering ends with this life and is not

College & Career

present in the kingdom to come, but for non-Christians it is only

Cornerstone Group (For Senior Adults)

the beginning.
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Small Groups
CALL 406.232.5787 FOR MORE INFO.
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C. GOD’S ANSWER TO WHY NON-CHRISTIANS SUFFER—1:6-10

1. For non-Christians, suffering does not produce faith, love and patient endurance. Affliction is instead a glimpse of the eternal
suffering they will experience in ___________. (Romans 2:9-11)

Romans 2:9–11 (CSB)
There will be affliction and distress for every human
being who does evil, first to the Jew, and also to the
Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace for everyone who
does what is good, first to the Jew, and also to the
Greek. 11 For there is no favoritism with God.
9

2. The Greek word for affliction refers to troubles pressing upon

Get the most out of our study and read ahead for next
week: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

someone from without, while the Greek word for distress refers

to that which arises from ____________________ like anguish.
3. This passage speaks of the Second Coming of Christ at the

We are needing more nursery workers for each
service.

_____________ of the Tribulation, not the Rapture at the beginning of the Tribulation.
4. Non-Christians suffer because they do not know God and reject
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Unless they change this, they are destined to suffer for eternity _______________________ from
God’s presence and glory.
D. GOD’S ANSWER TO THE PRAYERS OF SUFFERING CHRISTIANS—1:11
-12

If you are interested, please sign up in the foyer!
*** Please note that nursery helpers need to be over 13 years old***

3505 Stower Street, Miles City, MT 59301 | Phone: 406.232.5787 | Web: gbcmilescity.com | Email: gbc@midrivers.com

1. Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians is notable for what is

_____________________. Paul does not pray to remove their
persecution and suffering.
3505 Stower Street, Miles City, MT 59301 | Phone: 406.232.5787 | Web: gbcmilescity.com | Email: gbc@midrivers.com

2. Paul prays for three things:

a. First, that they would live for Christ even in suffering, for this is
the ___________________ of every believer. (Acts 14:21-22)
If you are interested in learning more about hosting a
small group for our Fall Small Group Challenge, please
let us know by signing up in the foyer!

Acts 14:21–22 (CSB)
After they had preached the gospel in that town and
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, to Iconium, and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples by encouraging them to continue in the faith and by telling
them, “It is necessary to go through many hardships to
enter the kingdom of God.”
21

b. Second, that they would walk by faith in the power of His
________________________. The result being doing good for
God’s kingdom.
c. Third, that Jesus would be ________________________ in
their suffering as they reveal the love and grace of God not
only in this life but for eternity. (Ephesians 2:6-7)

Ephesians 2:6–7 (CSB)
He also raised us up with him and seated us with him
in the heavens in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming
ages he might display the immeasurable riches of his
grace through his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

6

Answers to Blanks:
A. 1. GRACE 2. REDEMPTION B. 1. OUR 2. GROWING 3. DEEPEN 4. REMAINING UNDER 5. SUFFERING 6. REAL C. 1. HELL 2. WITHIN 3. END
4. SEPARATED D. 1. NOT THERE 2. a. CALLING b. SPIRIT c. GLORIFIED
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