SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

JULY 24, 2022
“Confident of this very thing, that He which
had begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ.”
PHILIPPIANS 1:6

2. Read 1 Thessalonians 3:1-6. Walk through the journey Paul and his team
had from Thessalonica to Corinth. What are the emotions that Paul expressed in these verses and why?

3. Read 1 Thessalonians 3:7-10. Hearing about the stand that the Thessalonian believers made in the Lord, what did Paul mean when he said, “For now
we live” in verse 8?

4. Read 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13. How do we become blameless and holy?
What does it mean to pursue holiness in our lives?

5. Explain the significance of the phrases of William Borden, “No reserves, no
retreats, no regrets.” How do they describe the stand of the Thessalonians
for the Lord?

SMALL GROUP PRAYER REQUESTS

WELCOME

1. If we are being honest, all Christians struggle with doubt. What are some of
the doubts that Christians struggle with?

Week Three: READY TO STAND
1 Thessalonians 3:1-13

A. NO _______________________ - 3:1-6
1. After the Gentiles responded to the Gospel in Thessalonica a mob of jealous Jews rioted which resulted in Paul,
Silas, and apparently Timothy leaving Thessalonica at
night and escaping to __________________. (Acts 17:10)

2. The same Jewish agitators from Thessalonica came to
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Berea and so Paul was sent away and ended up in
______________________. (Act 17:15) Timothy and Silas
stayed in Berea then later joined Paul there.
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CURRENT BIBLE STUDIES & OTHER MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Friday 6:15 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Current Sermon Series Study

Sunday morning during the 10:30 a.m.
Sunday service in the new classrooms
downstairs. They are currently studying
1st & 2nd Peter.

Friday 6:30 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Louis Giglio Sermons
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “Seamless” by Angie Smith
Wednesdays 6 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Seamless” by Angie
Smith (childcare provided)

3. Paul then sent Timothy to ____________________________________

Thursdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “With Us In The Wilderness”
by Lauren Chandler (childcare provided)

to strengthen and encourage the faith of the believers there, concerned

Thursdays 1:15 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Blessed Are The Chosen.”

that they had succumb to the attacks of Satan who had hindered Paul
from getting back there. (1 Thess. 2:18, 3:1-2)
4. Paul left Athens and went to _______________________ as he awaited

COLLEGE & CAREER SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Sunday morning during the 10:30
Sunday service in the new classrooms
downstairs.

COLLEGE & CAREER BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY NIGHT PRAYER MEETING

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. @ 3127 Cedar Street: Taught by Pastor
Dan Lutz

6:00 P.M. @ Grace Bible
SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP

Timothy’s report on the Thessalonian believers. When Timothy arrived

Wednesdays 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
@ Grace Bible

in Corinth, Paul’s prayers were confirmed, and he immediately penned 1
Thessalonians. (Acts 18:5)

JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP
Sundays 5:00 - 7:00 P.M.
@ Grace Bible

Here at Grace Bible Church, we don’t
pass an offering plate, yet we do believe

OTHER MINISTRIES AVAILABLE

that giving is a part of our worship. There-

Homeschool Co-op Group

fore we have tithe boxes at the back by

American Heritage Girls Troop

the doors, at the top of the stairs and by

3-in-1 After School (September-April)

the front door as you go out. God Bless!

5. As new believers, the Thessalonians were under a lot of pressure to give

3-in-1 Summer Bus Club
Recovery Group

up on following Jesus. Satan was working hard to tempt them to turn

MOMS Group

away by bringing ______________________________ from the Jews,

College & Career

______________ teachers to confuse them and ____________________

Cornerstone Group (For Senior Adults)

from being ostracized.

Small Groups
CALL 406.232.5787 FOR MORE INFO.
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6. The only time the term “good news” is ______________________ for
the Gospel is here by Timothy to report to Paul about the faith and love
of the Thessalonian believers.
7. The first determination in standing for Jesus is to go ________________,
to not hold back, to have no reservations. Like the Thessalonians, despite what sacrifices we must make, the Gospel is worth it because life
without Christ is really no life at all. (Matthew 16:26)
8. In the early 1900s William Whiting Borden gave up inheriting his family’s
wealth to go to the mission field in China. After a friend told him he was
During his college years, Bill Borden made one entry in his personal journal
that defined what his classmates were seeing in him. That entry said simply:
"Say 'no' to self and 'yes' to Jesus every time."

throwing his life away as a missionary, William wrote 2 words in the back
of his Bible – _____________________________.
B. NO ________________________ - 3:7-10

Borden's first disappointment at Yale came when the university president
spoke on the students' need of "having a fixed purpose." After hearing that
speech, Borden wrote: "He neglected to say what our purpose should be, and
where we should get the ability to persevere and the strength to resist temptations." Surveying the Yale faculty and much of the student body, Borden lamented what he saw as the end result of this empty philosophy: moral weakness and sin-ruined lives.

1. “For now we live” – Paul and the rest of his team couldn’t stand not
knowing how the Thessalonians who accepted Christ were doing. There
seems to be some word play here. Paul couldn’t stand or

During his first semester at Yale, Borden started something that would transform campus life. One of his friends described how it happened: "It was well
on in the first term when Bill and I began to pray together in the morning before breakfast. I cannot say positively whose suggestion it was, but I feel sure it
must have originated with Bill. We had been meeting only a short time when a
third student joined us and soon after a fourth. The time was spent in prayer
after a brief reading of Scripture. Bill's handling of Scripture was helpful. . . . He
would read to us from the Bible, show us something that God had promised
and then proceed to claim the promise with assurance."
Borden's small morning prayer group gave birth to a movement that spread
across the campus. By the end of his first year, 150 freshman were meeting for
weekly Bible study and prayer. By the time Bill Borden was a senior, one thousand of Yale's 1,300 students were meeting in such groups.
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Biblical Family Mentoring
July 10th—August 21st
Sunday’s 4:00pm-5:30pm
Cost: $20.00
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____________________, waiting to hear if they had endured. Their faith

encouraged Paul to continue to stand.
2. The Greek word for “Stand Firm” is a _________________________
term meaning not to retreat in the face of an attack.

5. William Borden finished his studies at Princeton Seminary and sailed for

China. He stopped first in Cairo, Egypt to study Arabic. While there, he
contracted spinal meningitis and died in 1913 at age 25. Before he died
he wrote 2 more words in the back of his Bible, ___________________.

3. The second determination in standing for Jesus until He returns is
___________________________________________, not looking over
our shoulder at the life we are leaving behind. (Luke 17:32)

4. William Borden never wavered. After graduating from Yale, he was
offered very high paying jobs, his father was pressuring him to take over
his business, but he was called to go share Christ to Muslims in China. He
wrote 2 more words in the back of his Bible, ______________________.

Answers to Blanks:

A. RESERVES 1. BEREA 2. ATHENS 3. THESSALONICA 4. CORINTH 5. OPPOSITION, FALSE, HARDSHIPS 6. NOT USED 7. ALL IN 8. NO RESERVES B.
RETREATS 1. ENDURE 2. MILITARY 3. NOT TURNING BACK 4. NO RETREATS C. REGRETS 1. CHRISTLIKENESS 2. HOLINESS 3. GODLINESS 4.
AFTER 5. NO REGRETS

C. NO ________________________ - 3:11-13
1. Paul prays for the Thessalonian believers that God would bring them

together again, and that they would increase in ___________________
__________________________ expressed by overflowing love.
2. The third determination in standing for Jesus is to pursue
____________________________even when the world says that the
Christian life is a wasted life. William Borden’s gravestone reads, “Apart
from faith in Christ there is no explanation for such a life.” (Romans

12:1)
3. Holiness is being set apart for God. It is not so much what we accomplish
but who we are in Christ. When we stand for _____________________,
we are standing right where God wants us to be.
4. The reference to Christ’s coming seems to be talking about when Christ
brings all believers before the Father in heaven ___________________

the Rapture.
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