SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

JULY 17, 2022
“Confident of this very thing, that He which
had begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ.”
PHILIPPIANS 1:6

2. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-2. Boldness for Jesus is not something we have to
come up with, but is something God gives us. Read Ephesians 6:19-20. How
does Paul’s words here encourage us about being bold?
3. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:3-6. There are a lot of charlatans that speak about
Jesus. How can we tell the good teachers from the bad? Who should we
trust and why?
4. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12. No one is perfect, God knows this. Identify
one area of your life that doesn’t match up with the message of the Gospel, and come up with a plan to align it. You can share it or not, your
choice.
5. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16. What does someone have to know to be
saved? Break it down to its purest form.
6. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17-20. What hinderances to speaking the Gospel do
you have in your life? Shyness? Knowing what to say? Fear of rejection?
Remember, if they do reject the Gospel, they are not rejecting you, but
God. Jesus is coming again, so let us all pray for boldness for one another!

SMALL GROUP PRAYER REQUESTS

WELCOME

1. Honestly, how hard is it to speak about Jesus to others? What are some of
the struggles we all face sharing the Gospel?

Week Two: READY TO SPEAK
1 Thessalonians 2:1-20

A. _______________________ - 2:1-2
1. It is possible to be a _________________ believer, but
these believers do not lead souls to Christ.

2. We are to ask the Lord for _________________________
(Ephesians 6:19-20) to not only live the Gospel but to
speak it.

3. The Gospel message is so important that there will be
opposition to it. The Greek word for opposition is
_________________and is where we get the English
word “agony.” Paul’s boldness and courage came from
an agony within his heart concerning the lost.

B. ________________________ - 2:3-6
1. The Greek word for “Exhortation” refers to an urgent cry,
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appeal, or call, with an emphasis on judgment. Paul
taught that the return of _________________________
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, he used “we”, Philippians
3:20).
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2. What were the motives of Paul and his team to speak the Gospel? Here

is what it was not:
a. Error – This is the motive of spreading _________________________

CURRENT BIBLE STUDIES & OTHER MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Friday 6:15 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Current Sermon Series Study

Sunday morning during the 10:30 a.m.
Sunday service in the new classrooms
downstairs. They are currently studying
1st & 2nd Peter.

Friday 6:30 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Louis Giglio Sermons

(1 Timothy 6:3-4). This includes those who are convinced of false docWOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

trines because of their heritage and traditions.
b. Impurity – This is the motive of sexual immorality. The underlining mo-

Tuesdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “Seamless” by Angie Smith

tive of many __________________ is this sin, their teachings that jus-

Wednesdays 6 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Seamless” by Angie
Smith (childcare provided)

tify a sexually immoral behavior. (Teachings of marriage, for example)

Thursdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “With Us In The Wilderness”
by Lauren Chandler (childcare provided)

c. Intent to Deceive – This is the motive of deception and
___________________ for attaining money or personal gain.
3. Paul and his team were not telling people about Jesus to please them
but to please God. If no one listened, they still had an audience of

Thursdays 1:15 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Blessed Are The Chosen.”

believer

in

Jesus

Christ

is

God’s

Sunday morning during the 10:30
Sunday service in the new classrooms
downstairs.

COLLEGE & CAREER BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY NIGHT PRAYER MEETING

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. @ 3127 Cedar Street: Taught by Pastor
Dan Lutz

6:00 P.M. @ Grace Bible
SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP

____________. They were the opposite of a false teacher.

4. Every

COLLEGE & CAREER SUNDAY
SCHOOL

Wednesdays 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
@ Grace Bible

________________

__________________ to tell the world what Jesus has done.
JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP

C. _____________________________ - 2:7-12

Sundays 5:00 - 7:00 P.M.
@ Grace Bible

1. Paul and his team spoke God’s truth and then _____________________
___________________ with their lives. They cared for them as one
cares for their own children. Children know if their parents really believe

what they say because they live with them night and day.
2. The Christian life is not something you can _______________. It is a
24/7 lifestyle. If we want to impact others with the Gospel, we can’t
choose when to live as Christians, and when to live like the world.
(Colossians 1:10)

Here at Grace Bible Church, we don’t
pass an offering plate, yet we do believe

OTHER MINISTRIES AVAILABLE

that giving is a part of our worship. There-

Homeschool Co-op Group

fore we have tithe boxes at the back by

American Heritage Girls Troop

the doors, at the top of the stairs and by

3-in-1 After School (September-April)

the front door as you go out. God Bless!

3-in-1 Summer Bus Club
Recovery Group
MOMS Group
College & Career

Cornerstone Group (For Senior Adults)
Small Groups
CALL 406.232.5787 FOR MORE INFO.
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GOD’S LOVE

“For God so loved the world…”
God’s love is so remarkable because He loves us not for who we are,
but in spite of who we are. Harsh words, lies, selfishness—we are guilty
of all of these and more. No matter what we’ve done, God still loves us.
As sinners who have broken God’s commandments, we deserve His anger rather than his love. But God loves us so much that instead of turning His back on us, He turns His face toward us. Two thousand years
ago, His love provided a gift only He could give.

D. ___________________________ - 2:13-16
1. The word “Gospel” (good news) is used ___________ times in 1 Thessalonians, and four of those appear in chapter two. This good news about
Jesus is also referred to as the word of the Lord (1:8), and the word of
God (2:13 twice). What is the Gospel that we are to speak?
2. The _________________ and clearest explanation is found in John 3:16:

GOD’S GIFT
“…that He gave His one and only Son…”
The gift is God’s Son—Jesus Christ. Because we have sinned, we deserve
to die and be separated from God forever. The Bible identifies that
place of separation as hell. But God gave His Son to take our punishment. Jesus Christ is God’s unique son. He is perfect. Christ is our substitute. On a cross two thousand years ago, He died for our sins. As God,
He came back to life, proving He had conquered sin and death once and
for all.
GOD’S OFFER
“that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
Jesus did not mean “whoever goes to church, is baptized, helps the
poor, or tries to live a good life.” Whoever is not just the wealthy business person, the pastor at church, the volunteer at school, the alcoholic, or the struggling single parent—it’s every single one of us.
The word believe means to “trust.” Knowing about Jesus is not enough.
We have to place our trust in Christ alone to save us – as our only way
to heaven.
www.evantell.org

Biblical Family Mentoring
July 10th—August 21st
Sunday’s 4:00pm-5:30pm
Cost: $20.00
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3. We must remember it is not our message, but God’s. We are the mes-

3. Check your motive, or ___________________ of, when it comes to

sengers. People don’t receive the Gospel based on how clever we deliver

speaking about Jesus. Don’t use the Gospel in a negative or punitive

it, but on how __________________ we convey it.

way. “I thought you were a Christian!” Don’t punish your children with

4. Paul talked about opposition from without before in verse 2. Now he

the Bible. Don’t try to manipulate others for your benefit. Speak of Je-

talks about the most difficult opposition that Christians face when

sus because you love Him and you love others and want them to spend

speaking for Christ – when one’s own ____________________________

eternity in heaven.

oppose you.

E. _______________________ - 2:17-20
1. Notice that it was angry people that drove Paul away from Thessalonica,
but Paul attributes the hindrance of the Gospel to _________________.
There is a spiritual war going on. Who’s side are you on? Are you speaking the Gospel, or hindering it?

Answers to Blanks:
A. OPPOSITION 1. SECRET 2. BOLDNESS 3. AGONI B. AUDIENCE 1. IMMINENT
2. a. HERESY b. CULTS c. FRAUD 3. ONE 4. CHOSEN METHOD C. CREDIBILITY 1.
BACKED IT UP 2. TURN OFF D. CONTENT 1. SIX 2. EASIEST 3. CLEAR 4. LOVED
ONES E. REWARD 1. SATAN 2. YET TO COME F. APPLICATIONS 1. PERSONALITY
2. WHOLE 3. LACK

2. It is awesome to see lives changed, yet the best reward for speaking the

Gospel is ____________________________________. That will be when
Jesus comes back, and those who believe the message join us together
to meet the Lord. That will make it all worth it. (Matthew 5:11)
F. APPLICATIONS
1. Your _______________________________ can be a strength in speaking
the Gospel. Paul used “we” throughout this passage. It wasn’t just Paul

speaking the Gospel, but everyone on his team. Every local church is a
team presenting the Gospel to their town. God uses different personalities to reach different people.
2. You don’t have to know the _____________________ Bible to evangelize, just the Gospel. Know John 3:16. Know the historical elements of
the gospel contained clearly for us in 1 Corinthians 15:3-5 which can be

reduced to ten words, “Christ died for our sins and rose from the dead.”
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