SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

JULY 10, 2022
“Confident of this very thing, that He which
had begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ.”
PHILIPPIANS 1:6

2. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1. Paul was used by God in tremendous ways, but
you get the feeling this was not a one man show. Silas, Timothy, and all the
Thessalonian believers played a role in spreading the Gospel of Jesus. What
is your role in God’s plan to make Christ known?

3. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3. Serving God and doing volunteer work are
both great but are two different things. One volunteers in their spare time,
while serving God is a lifestyle. How so?
4. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10. How can our lives be an illustration of our
faith? If we didn’t speak about it, would our family see the importance of
Jesus in our lives? Our friends? Our co-workers?
5. I don’t think you can have a complete gospel message without including
the return of Jesus Christ, it is that important. Paul said in 1 Corinthians
15:19 that, “If we put our hope in Christ for this life only, we should be
pitied more than anyone.” How does waiting for the Lord affect how we
live?

SMALL GROUP PRAYER REQUESTS

WELCOME

1. When you think about Paul’s past, that he persecuted and even murdered
Christians, what does that say about those that think they are not qualified
to serve God because of their past?

Week One: READY TO SERVE
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

A. INTRODUCTION - 1:1
1. Paul started out as Saul (Jewish name), who was a devout Pharisee who hated Christians and participated in
the first execution of a Christian leader named
________________________. (Acts 7:54-8:3)

2. On his way to arrest and murder more followers of Jesus,
on the _________________________________, Jesus
appeared to Saul and his life was forever changed by the
Gospel. Saul eventually became Paul, the missionary to
the Gentiles. (Acts 9:1-30)

3. Every book of the Bible has two authors: the human au-
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thor and the _____________________________. Paul
penned 13 of the 27 books of the New Testament, more
books than any other biblical author. He wrote the Thessalonian letters during his second missionary journey in
51 AD from Corinth. (Second Missionary Journey is in
Acts 15:36 – 18:22)
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CURRENT BIBLE STUDIES & OTHER MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Friday 6:15 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Current Sermon Series Study

Sunday morning during the 10:30 a.m.
Sunday service in the new classrooms
downstairs. They are currently studying
1st & 2nd Peter.

Friday 6:30 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Louis Giglio Sermons
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “Seamless” by Angie Smith
Wednesdays 6 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Seamless” by Angie
Smith (childcare provided)
Thursdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “With Us In The Wilderness”
by Lauren Chandler (childcare provided)
Thursdays 1:15 p.m. @ Grace Bible: “Blessed Are The Chosen.”

COLLEGE & CAREER SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Sunday morning during the 10:30
Sunday service in the new classrooms
downstairs.

COLLEGE & CAREER BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY NIGHT PRAYER MEETING

Thursdays 7:30 p.m. @ 3127 Cedar Street: Taught by Pastor
Dan Lutz

6:00 P.M. @ Grace Bible
SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP

4. Silvanus is the Latin name for Silas (Aramaic version of Saul), a Roman

Wednesdays 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.
@ Grace Bible

citizen, a Church leader in Jerusalem sent with Paul and others to Syrian
Antioch with the news that the Church leaders in Jerusalem recognize

JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP

that Gentiles do not have to follow __________________________, that
salvation is by faith alone. (Acts 15:22)
5. Silas was chosen by Paul to go with him on his second missionary jour-

Sundays 5:00 - 7:00 P.M.
@ Grace Bible

Here at Grace Bible Church, we don’t
pass an offering plate, yet we do believe

OTHER MINISTRIES AVAILABLE

that giving is a part of our worship. There-

Homeschool Co-op Group

vision of a man from Macedonia asking for help, they crossed over for

fore we have tithe boxes at the back by

American Heritage Girls Troop

the first time into Europe. (Acts 15:36-41)

the doors, at the top of the stairs and by

3-in-1 After School (September-April)

ney instead of _______________________ or Barnabas. After Paul had a

6. Both Silas and Paul were ____________________ and jailed in Philippi,
and while praising God their chains fell off and the doors were opened.
They witnessed to the jailer and he and his whole family believed in Jesus. He played a big role in sharing the Gospel in Thessalonica, for Paul
often uses the pronoun “we.” (Acts 16:16-40)

the front door as you go out. God Bless!

3-in-1 Summer Bus Club
Recovery Group
MOMS Group
College & Career

Cornerstone Group (For Senior Adults)
Small Groups
CALL 406.232.5787 FOR MORE INFO.
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E. APPLICATIONS

1. When people look at us, do they see a faith that is active or _________?

7. Timothy joined Paul and Silas as a teenager during the second missionary journey and tradition says ultimately became the pastor at the

How do we express our faith by serving our family? In the local church?

church at ________________________, the headquarters of the early

In our community?

church in the first century. He was half Greek so would be helpful in

2. Do we show a supernatural joy during affliction, suffering, and persecution? That is the number one _______________________ tool ever!
3. Living ready for the return of Christ does not mean to live in some sort

reaching those of the Greek culture. His name is included in the salutations of six of Paul’s letters.
8. Acts 17:1-9 records the amazing response after the very first time the

of limbo until Jesus comes. It is natural to become

gospel was ever given at Thessalonica. After less than a month, as Paul

_______________________ or lazy, but believers are called to go

taught from the Old Testament how the Messiah was to suffer and die

against our natural tendencies and serve Christ with faith, hope and love

and that Jesus is the Messiah, many __________________ believed and

all the more as we wait for Jesus to come back.

were saved.
9. The Jews got jealous of the Gentiles’ faith and caused a riot accusing
them of acting against Caesar’s law by saying there is _______________
_____________ – Jesus. (Romans 11:11)

Answers to Blanks:
A. 1. STEPHEN 2. ROAD TO DAMASCUS 3. DIVINE AUTHOR 4. JEWISH LAWS 5.
JOHN MARK 6. BEATEN 7. EPHESUS 8. GREEKS 9. ANOTHER KING 10. FAVOR
11. PRICELESS B. 1. FAITH 2. LOVE 3. HOPE C. 1. ILLUSTRATED 2. SUPERNATURAL 3. ACTION D. 1. a. RESURRECTED b. SALVATION c. CHURCH 2. GLORIOUS
E. 1. DEAD 2. EVANGELISTIC 3. COMPLACENT
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Biblical Family Mentoring
July 10th—August 21st
Sunday’s 4:00pm-5:30pm
Cost: $20.00
Sign up in the Foyer!!
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10. The term “Grace” expresses the entirety of God’s love and

louder than words!

_________________ in Christ.

D. WAITING ON HIS RETURN – 1:10

11. Peace with God and the peace of God is the ______________________
possession of the child of God. (Walvoord, p.12-13)

1. In one short verse the great doctrines of the Second Coming of Christ
are presented:

B. SERVING JESUS - 1:2-3

a. “Wait for his Son from heaven” speaks of the living,

1. The source of their serving was ________________ in Jesus Christ. True
faith, as the book of James teaches, is a faith of action and not dead or-

thodoxy. (James 2:15-17)

________________________ Christ.
b. “Whom he raised from the dead” speaks of the __________________

that Christ provided at his first coming when He died on the cross and

2. The motivation for serving was the ________________ of Jesus Christ
they experienced at salvation, through the lives of Paul and his team,
and the love they have for those who still do not know Jesus as Savior. (1
Corinthians 13:13)

rose again.
c. “Who rescues us from the coming wrath” speaks of the return of
Christ for his ______________________.
2. For the Thessalonian believers the coming of the Lord was a

3. The inspiration for serving was the ________________ in the return of

Jesus Christ. There is a big emphasis in Thessalonians on the second

____________________________ event to which they could look for-

ward to with hearts filled with anticipation and expectation.

coming of Christ which was a vital part of the message of the Gospel
that Paul and company delivered to them. (1 Thessalonians 5:8)
C. THE LIVING MESSAGE - 1:4-9
1. The Gospel that changed their lives was not just words but was
_________________________________ by the power of the Holy Spirit

that came to reside within the Thessalonians.
2. The

message

of

the

Gospel

during

persecution

brought

a

_______________________________ joy. The joy of the Lord coupled
with the faith of the Thessalonians authenticated their changed lives
before others, and the message of what Jesus had done became more
than just another fad teaching. (Neh. 8:10, Romans 15:13, James 1:2)

3. They served in such a way that they laid the groundwork for Paul’s ministry in Macedonia and Achaia. ___________________ truly does speak
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