
 

“Confident of this very thing, that He which 
had begun a good work in you will perform it 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
PHILIPPIANS 1:6 
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WEEK EIGHT: Balancing Truth and Love 

2 JOHN 

Pastor Phil Newby 
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A. The _________________ for Loving in Truth  – 2 John 1-3 

1. John called himself the “Elder” as the formation of the church moved 

from its foundation upon the apostle and prophets (Ephesians 2:20) 

to ___________________________________________ of elders 

also called overseers and pastors (1 Peter 5:1-3). 

2. John wrote either to a Christian woman and her children who proba-

bly hosted a home church, or he wrote to a home church that he 

referred to as the elect lady and her children. It is best to take the 

Bible as _____________________________ as possible. 

3. Loving others in truth is only possible when we have Christ in us. 

(John 3:21) We must first become a believer in Christ and then we 

have the _________________________________ that the Spirit of 

truth lives in us forever!  

 

1. Have you experienced emphasizing love over truth, or 

truth over love? Explain.  

2. Read 2 John 1-3. Why is it so important to balance the 

truth of God with love? What are some challenges associ-

ated with this? 

3. How does the early Christian greeting, “grace, mercy 

and peace” summarize the plan of salvation? How does 

that help think through the Gospel message to share with 

someone? 

4. Read 2 John 4-6. Even though John was very glad to 

find some of the lady’s children walking in truth, there is 

also a bit of sadness in the word “some.” What is the reali-

ty that we are reminded of as parents and as disciplers of 

others? 

5. We don’t often associate the word “love” in the ten com-

mandments. Read Exodus 20:6. What is meant by “faithful 

love?” 

6. The Bible teaches that truth and love are connected. 

Explain in your own words what that means. 

7. Read 2 John 7-13. John was dealing with false teachers 

in the first century denying that Jesus was a man 

(Gnosticism). Many years have transpired. What false 

teachings are most prevalent today? 

8. Why is it so important to protect our children and our 

church body from false teachers? Why not just invite eve-

ryone in for a robust debate? How does Christian maturity 

play into this? 

9. What is the role of an elder or pastor when it comes to 

discernment within the church body and protecting against 

false teachers? 

10. How does the Apostle John model what he is teaching 

in 2 John? How can you live out God’s truth in love this 

week? 

This sermon study guide is   

available to use for small 

groups and family or personal 

devotions. We provide a  

sermon outline, a place for 

notes, and study             

questions for further study.  

At Grace we believe it 

is crucial for everyone to be 

in a small group!                                                                              

-It’s a great place to make 

friends that last a lifetime.      

-It’s a great way to grow in 

our relationship with God.                                                 

-It’s a great atmosphere to 

learn about the Bible.                                      

-It’s a great source for 

snacks. Enough said. 

How can you join a small 

group? 

We will find you a group that 

fits, or you can start your 

own. To start a new group, 

contact Pastor Dan at the 

church for materials and tips.  

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

https://gbcmilescity.com/contact/
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W I N T E R    B I B L E    S T U D I E S 
Men’s Bible Studies 

Friday 6:00 am @ Grace Bible:   “Walk In the Light” Sermon Study 

Friday 6:15 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Season 2 of The Chosen 

 

Women’s Bible Studies 

Women’s Bible Studies 

Tuesdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible:  

“Matchless” by Angie Smith 

Thursdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: “Our 

Hope Has Come” by Lifeway Women 

Thursdays 1:15 p.m. @ Grace Bible: 
“Our Hope Has Come.” by Lifeway 

Women  

 

OPEN TO EVERYONE: Tuesday 

Night Prayer Group—6:00 p.m. 

 

Meets at 10:30 downstairs in the 

New Classrooms.  

They are currently studying 1st & 

2nd Peter 

We will be hosting a showing of the special 

Christmas episode of “The Chosen”  

Sunday, December 19th 

6:30 p.m. 

(Doors open at 6 p.m.) 

Cookies and Cider will be provided. 

This event is free to attend, but to cover the 

cost of movie, we will take a free-will         

offering.  

4. John’s love in truth for his recipients is based on the grace, mercy, and peace we  

                have in Christ, which summarizes the progression of the plan of salvation, the   

_______________________________. (1 Timothy 1:2 and 2 Timothy 1:2):  

a) Grace – ________________________________________________ -  Seen in 

John 3:16: God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that      

whosoever believes in Him… 

b) Mercy – _____________________________________________ – will not perish…  

c) Peace – _______________________________________ – but has everlasting life.   

B. The _________________________ for Loving in Truth – 2 John 4-6 

1. “Some” of the lady’s children were walking in truth. This brings up an important principle 

of Christian nurturing and discipleship. There’s ______________________________ 

that all our children will walk in truth and not be led astray.  

We need      

a lot more    

chocolate 

chip cookies 

for 3-in-1   

this coming 

Wednesday. 

Cookies can 

be dropped 

off at the 

church. 

THANK YOU! 
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JOIN US IN RAISING 

THE FLAG!  

Consider giving to support 

installing a flagpole and 

sign in front of the building. 

The overall cost is:  

$10,000 

Estimated Costs: 

  Commercial Flagpole and flags ( $4,000) 

  Lighted Sign & Electrical ($4,000) 

        Misc. Installation costs ( $2,000) 
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$1,000 

$2,000 

$3,000 

$4,000 

$5,000 

$6,000 

$7,000 

$8,000 

$9,000 

$10,000 

TOTAL 

RAISED: 

$9,487 

2. The origin of the command to live our lives both in truth and in love is found as early as 

___________________________. and we see this reflected in John 14:15. The Word 

of God, the Bible, is called the command of the Lord in Psalm 19:8.  

3. The ______________________________________________ which summarizes all the 

commands of the Bible was explained by Jesus in Matthew 22:34-40 (Mark 12:28-34, 

Luke 10:27) and quotes Leviticus 19:18 and Deuteronomy 6:5. See also John 13:34. 

4. Looking at the use of the terms “Truth” and “Love” together throughout the Bible shows 

the ___________________________________________________ between the two. 

 (Exodus 34:6, Psalm 26:3, Psalm 25:10, Psalm 40:10-11, Psalm 115:1, Psalm 138:2, 1 
Corinthians 13:6, Ephesians 4:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:10, 1 Peter 1:22, 1 John 3:18, 2 
John 1, 2 John 3, 3 John 1) 

 

C. The ____________________________________ for Loving Outside Truth – 2 John 7-13 

1. False teachers are ________________________________ and antichrists. They do not 

openly say, “We twist the truth of the Bible.” They don’t knock on your door and say, 

“We use the name Jesus in our literature, but we are talking about a different Jesus.” 

They don’t say on T.V. “I’m a heretic but send money anyway!” 

2. God’s truth and love are like our ___________________________ on the road we travel 

in the Christian life that keeps us centered.  

3. To remain in Christ’s teaching and not go beyond it is to follow God’s commands in the 

Bible and not add other teachings that are __________________________________. 

This would include leaving out teachings as well.  

4. John is not encouraging being rude to those with different beliefs. Instead, John as a spir-

itual leader was protecting his friend by encouraging her not to give false teachers a 

________________________________________________.  
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Answers to Blanks: 

A. BASIS 1. CHURCH LEADERSHIP 2. LITERAL 3. ASSURANCE 4. GOSPEL a) UNMERITED FAVOR 

b) PASSING OVER DESERVED PUNISHMENT c) REST, HARMONY, SAFETY B. COMMAND 1. NO 

GUARANTEE 2. EXODUS 20:6 3. GREATEST COMMANDMENT 4. IMPORTANT CONNECTION C. 

WARNING 1. DECEIVERS 2. TWO CURBS 3. NOT BIBLICAL 4. FOOT IN THE DOOR APPLICATIONS 

1. LOVES YOU THE MOST 2. WRONG PLACE 3. DANGEROUS 4. NAÏVE 5. NON-NEGOTIABLES 

Applications:  

1. The one who _____________________________________________ is the one who 

tells you the truth.  

2. The truth is that Jesus Christ is our only hope. If you are searching for answers to your 

problems anywhere but in the truth of God’s Word and in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

you are looking in the __________________________________________.  

3. Love without truth is __________________________________. Don’t love without truth. 

Love the truth. 

4. Don’t be ______________________, deceivers are real, and they are inspired by the evil 

one to lead you and I astray.  

5. What are the teachings that I need to know? While not a complete list, here are some 

_________________________________________, truths of the Bible that we can use 

to test what we allow to come into our homes through TV, internet, radio or print: 

 - The inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21) 

  - The Trinity of God—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—Creator of all things (Gen. 1–2; 

 Matt. 28:19) 

  - The fallen condition of humanity and the need for God’s grace (Gen. 3; Rom. 3:23) 

 - The Virgin Birth, the full deity and the full humanity of Christ, and His sinless life (Isa. 

7:14; Matt. 1:18–25; Luke 1:26–38; John 1:1, 14; 8:53–58; Col. 1:15–20; Heb. 1:3, 8; 

4:15) 

 - The substitutionary death of Christ for our sins, and his miraculous, bodily resurrec-

tion (Rom. 5:6–8; 1 Cor. 15:1–11; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:22, 26; 1 Jn. 1:7, 9) 

 - The only way to heaven - by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone 

(Ephesians 2:8-9, John 3:16, John 14:6) 

 - The ascension of Christ and His present ministry to the believer through the Holy 

Spirit (John 14:12–21; Acts 1:6–9; Rom. 8:34; Eph. 4:7–10) 

  - The literal, future return of Christ to the earth (John 14:1–3; 1 Thess. 4:13–18) 

Sunday, December 26th is the day after Christmas.             

We will still be holding our two regular services, but 

we will NOT have Sunday School. 

We will be providing childcare for up to 5 years old.  

Nursery will be available as usual, and kids who are 2-5  

years old can meet downstairs in the kid’s area.  

We encourage all other students to sit in the service         

with their family.  


