
 

“Confident of this very thing, that He which 
had begun a good work in you will perform it 

until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
PHILIPPIANS 1:6 
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WEEK ONE: THE WORD OF LIFE 

1 JOHN 1:1-4 

Pastor Phil Newby 
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A. The Apostle John – The Seeker of _____________________ 

1. He was the _____________________________________ of James, 

together they were the sons of Zebedee. He was a disciple of John 

the Baptist before he followed Jesus.  

2. He was one of the two disciples in John 1:35-42. The first words of 

Jesus spoken in the Gospel of John are to Andrew and John. Je-

sus asked them, “______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________?” 

3. After he met Jesus, he quit the family fishing business to follow Him. 

He became one of the Twelve and part of the ________________ 

___________________ of Jesus with Peter and his brother James.   

4. Jesus sometimes gave nicknames to his disciples. To Simon he gave 

the name Peter (stone). To James and John He gave the nickname 

1. What are you passionate about? What does it mean that 

John was passionate about truth? 

2. Read 1 John 1:1-4. Write down some observations about 

this passage. Compare 1 John 1:1-4 to the beginning of 

John’s gospel – John 1:1-5. What are some similarities? Dif-

ferences? 

3. Read about the Apostle John in John 1:35-42. Hint: There is 

also John the Baptist, so don’t get confused. Why didn’t An-

drew and John answer Jesus’ question? 

4. Read Luke 9:49-56. What do we learn about the Apostle 

John from this passage? What is John’s view of Samaritans? 

5. Read Matthew 20:20-28. What do we learn about the Apos-

tle John from this passage? What is John’s view of himself? 

6. Read John 20:1-10. When did John truly believe in Jesus? 

How did the cross and resurrection transform John to the point 

that he never mentioned his name but described himself as 

the “one Jesus loved?” 

7. How has the first century Gnosticism shaped false teaching 

about Jesus, salvation, and living the Christian life today? 

8. How are heresies today connected to the fall of mankind in 

the Garden of Eden? See Genesis 3:4-5. 

9. Going back to 1 John 1:1-4,what does it mean that the 

Word of Life is a common denominator? 

10. What does it mean to have a common belief, a common 

relationship and a common joy as Christians? 

This sermon study guide is   

available to use for small 

groups and family or personal 

devotions. We provide a  

sermon outline, a place for 

notes, and study             

questions for further study.  

At Grace we believe it 

is crucial for everyone to be 

in a small group!                                                                              

-It’s a great place to make 

friends that last a lifetime.      

-It’s a great way to grow in 

our relationship with God.                                                 

-It’s a great atmosphere to 

learn about the Bible.                                      

-It’s a great source for 

snacks. Enough said. 

How can you join a small 

group? 

We will find you a group that 

fits, or you can start your 

own. To start a new group, 

contact Pastor Dan at the 

church for materials and tips.  

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

https://gbcmilescity.com/contact/
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F A L L    B I B L E    S T U D I E S 
Men’s Bible Studies 

Friday 6:00 am @ Grace Bible:   “KOINONIA” 6-week Study 

Friday 6:15 a.m. @ Grace Bible: Season 2 of The Chosen 

 

Women’s Bible Studies 

Women’s Bible Studies 

Tuesdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible:  

“Matchless” by Angie Smith 

Thursdays 9 a.m. @ Grace Bible: 

“Finding God Faithful” by Kelly Minter 

Thursdays 1:15 p.m. @ Grace Bible: 
“What Happens When Women Say 

Yes to God.”  

 

OPEN TO EVERYONE: Tuesday 

Night Prayer Group—6:00 p.m. 

 

Meets at 10:30 downstairs in the 

New Classrooms.  

They are doing an 8-week session on 

The Chosen: Season 1 

_________________________________________ (Sons of Thunder). (Mark 3:17) 

5. John’s _________________________________________ (Mark 9:38-41; Luke 9:49-56) 

His passion for truth needed to be balanced by love and compassion for people.  

6. John’s ____________________________________________ (Matthew 20:20-28) 

7. John’s ___________________________________  (John 20:1-10)  

8. John’s Gospel, 1-3 John and Revelation were written at the end of the ____________ 

century (85-95AD), approx. 60 years after the resurrection of Jesus.  

9. John’s passion for the truth – He uses the Greek word for truth __________ times in his 

Gospel and __________ more times in his letters. He spoke in black and white, abso-

lute certain terms, no gray areas.   

10. Sixty years of walking with Jesus transformed John. Instead of promoting himself, he 

___________________________________________________________________. 

He called himself the disciple Jesus loved, promoting His life in Christ, not himself. The 

word Love appears in John’s writings more than any other N.T. writer.  

 

B. 1 John –  Letter of _____________________________  

1. At this time John is an old pastor in Ephesus. Still a passion for truth, he now has a love 

for people, and he begins to see the ____________________________ from the truth. 

2. 1 John addresses an early heresy called ___________________________________. 

Gnostics claim to possess a “higher truth” known only to a certain few. Gnosticism 

comes from the Greek word gnosis which means “to know.” Gnostics claim to possess 

a higher knowledge acquired on some mystical higher plane of existence.  

 

Dave’s class has been postponed until      

FURTHER NOTICE 

You can also find 

our sermon notes on 

the Bible App.  

Just download the App, 

click on MORE and then 

find the link for EVENTS.  
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JOIN US IN RAISING 

THE FLAG!  

Consider giving to support 

installing a flagpole and 

sign in front of the building. 

The overall cost is:  

$10,000 

Estimated Costs: 

  Commercial Flagpole and flags ( $4,000) 

  Lighted Sign & Electrical ($4,000) 

        Misc. Installation costs ( $2,000) 
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3. The Gnostics believe that Jesus’ physical body was not real, but only “seemed” to be 

physical like a ghost (this was called ____________________________), and that His 

spirit descended upon Him at His baptism but left Him just before His crucifixion.  

4. What are the implications of these heresies?  

a) There was a denial of the _________________________ and deity of Jesus Christ. 

How could Jesus be the perfect sacrifice for our sins if He was not fully human 

and fully God? 

b) There was a ____________________________ salvation at the core of Gnosticism. 

One had to acquire a higher knowledge. Jesus said nothing about salvation 

through knowledge, but by grace through faith in Him as Savior. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

c) Gnostics believed anything done in the body, even the grossest sin, had no meaning 

because real life exists in the spirit realm only. This resulted in a huge 
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TOTAL 

RAISED: 

$4,415 
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________________________________________________________________.  

5. 1 John was written by an old pastor to the people he loved wanting to keep them from 

falling prey to the ____________________________________ that really are not new, 

for they have been Satan’s tactics from the beginning. (See Genesis 3:4-5) 

 

C. The Word of Life – the _______________________________________ 

1. John starts by answering the most important question: How do we __________________ 

that we are true Christians? How do we know that we are in fellowship with God and 

with other believers? 

2. True Christians have a ______________________________________ that Jesus Christ 

(the Word of Life) is Lord. 

3. True Christians have a ____________________________________________________ 

with Jesus Christ.  

4. True Christians have a __________________________________ through fellowship with 

Jesus Christ. 

5. What are you looking for? Some higher knowledge? Some better way? An easier road? 

What we need, who we need, has already been revealed. The knowledge of how to live 

the Christian life is found only in the ________________________________________.  

Answers to Blanks: 

A. TRUTH 1. YOUNGER BROTHER 2. WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR? 3. INNER CIR-

CLE 4. BOANERGES   5. AGGRESSIVENESS 6. SELF-PROMOTION 7. SALVA-

TION 8. 1ST 9. 25,20 10. NEVER MENTIONS HIMSELF BY NAME 

B. TRUTH IN LOVE 1. SPLINTERS 2. GNOSTICISM 3. DOCETISM 4. a) HUMANITY b) 

WORKS-BASED c) LACK IN GODLY LIVING 5. NEW TEACHINGS 

C. COMMON DENOMINATOR 1. KNOW 2. COMMON BELIEF 3. COMMON RELATION-

SHIP 4. COMMON JOY 5. WORD OF LIFE – JESUS CHRIST 


